The Arc’s 2026 National Convention
CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Lead the Conversations that Move Disability Forward

November 18-20, 2026
Portland, Oregon

Submit a Proposal

Proposal Deadline: April 27, 2026 
Speakers Notified: June 12, 2026 

Present at the gathering where disability advocacy, lived experience, family leadership, chapter innovation, and practical solutions come together. The Arc’s National Convention is where self-advocates, family members, chapter leaders, disability professionals, and advocates share what’s working, confront what’s not, and build stronger paths forward for people with disabilities and their families.

We’re looking for sessions that are timely, practical, accessible, and grounded in real experience. We want proposals that give attendees useful strategies, fresh ideas, and clear takeaways they can apply in their work, advocacy, and communities.

Why Present at The Arc’s National Convention?

Presenting at The Arc’s National Convention puts your ideas in front of one of the most engaged and influential audiences in the disability community.

Our attendees include:
· people with disabilities
· family members
· The Arc chapter staff and volunteers
· disability service providers
· nonprofit leaders
· policy and advocacy professionals
· researchers and thought leaders

If you have a strategy, program, lesson, model, or lived experience that can help people take action, we want to hear from you.

Who Should Submit

We welcome proposals from:
· self-advocates
· family members
· The Arc chapters
· disability professionals
· nonprofit leaders
· researchers
· public policy and community leaders
· cross-sector partners

We especially encourage proposals led by people with disabilities and family members, as well as proposals that reflect the diversity of the disability community. Lived experience is expertise. We want sessions that are informed by it, shaped by it, and accountable to it.

What We’re Looking For

Strong proposals will:
· address an urgent issue, emerging challenge, or promising solution
· offer practical tools, lessons, or strategies attendees can use
· center people with disabilities and families
· reflect accessibility, equity, and inclusion
· clearly fit one of our conference tracks
· avoid product promotion or sales pitches

We are especially interested in proposals that show real-world results, honest lessons learned, and approaches others can adapt in their own communities.

Conference Tracks

Speaking Up and Speaking Out: Policy and Advocacy
Sessions on public policy, grassroots organizing, systems change, civic engagement, and advocacy strategies that help people turn lived experience into action.

Connected Communities: Family-Centered Support and Services
Sessions on programs, supports, and community-based solutions that help people with IDD and their families live full lives in the community of their choice.

Telling Our Story and Funding the Future
Sessions on communications, storytelling, fundraising, audience growth, and public engagement that strengthen mission-driven work and expand impact.

Building and Sustaining Resilient Organizations
Sessions on nonprofit leadership, operations, board development, workforce, growth, collaboration, and sustainability that help chapters and organizations thrive.

AI and Tech for All
Sessions on technology and AI that increase access, strengthen independence, improve inclusion, and help organizations work smarter without leaving people behind.

Topics of Interest

We welcome proposals on topics such as:
· Federal and state policy updates
· Grassroots advocacy and community organizing
· Innovative programs and supports for housing, jobs, education and community living
· Inclusive education programs and practices
· Family support and empowerment
· Developing self-advocate leaders
· Disability justice initiatives
· Communications, digital engagement, or marketing campaigns
· Fundraising and donor growth
· Ethical, practical uses of AI and technology 

Session Formats

We are accepting proposals for:
· 25-minute sessions
· 60-minute sessions

All sessions are in person. There is no virtual presentation option. We encourage interactive formats and strongly recommend building in time for audience engagement and Q&A.

What Makes a Proposal Stand Out

The strongest proposals are clear, focused, and useful. Your proposal should make it easy for reviewers to understand:
· who the session is for
· what attendees will learn
· why the topic matters now
· what makes the session practical and relevant
· how people with disabilities and families are centered in the content

Presenter Expectations

Accepted presenters will be responsible for preparing their session materials and presenting in person in Portland.

Please note:
· The Arc does not provide honoraria or cover travel expenses.
· Accepted presenters receive $100 off Convention registration.
· Sessions may not be used to market or sell products or services.
· Presentation materials must meet accessibility requirements and align with The Arc’s language, style, and values.
· Final presentation materials are due by September 25, 2026.

Questions

For questions about the proposal process, contact Carrie Hobbs Guiden at guiden@thearc.org or Ashley Glears at glears@thearc.org. 
Submit a Proposal


